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number of members. The number as fixed by the report of the
committee of the states was approved by a vote of nine to two:
only South Carolina and Georgia opposed.
Washington in the Chair, entertaining motions-, putting ques-
tions., announcing votes, was troubled by the persistent conflicts.
They were, he wrote that day to Hamilton in New York, worse
even "I almost despair of seeing a favourable issue to the
proceedings of our Convention, and do therefore repent having
had any agency in the business. The Men who oppose a strong
and energetic government are, in my opinion, narrow minded
politicians, or are under the influence of local views. The appre-
hension expressed by them that the people will not accede to the
form proposed is the ostensible, not the real cause of the opposi-
tion. ... I am sorry you went away. 1 wish you we- back. The
crisis is equally important and alarming, and no opposition under
such circumstances should discourage exertions till the signature
is fixed.** Hamilton returned to -the Convention three days later.
His colleagues Yates and Lansing left it on the day Washington
wrote.
The conflicts which troubled Washington went on for a week
in a tangle of motions and motives. Randolph on the 10th moved
that "in order to ascertain alterations in the population & wealth
of the States the Legislature of the United States be required to
cause a proper census and estimate to be taken" at regular In-
tervals which were to be agreed on. Williamson of North Caro-
lina on the llth proposed an amendment to the effect that in
ite census enumeration the "free white inhabitants" be counted
and three-fifths of "those of other descriptions"—that is, slaves.
Butler and Charles Cotesworth Pinckney of South Carolina at
once insisted that **blacks be included „ , . equally with the
Whites,1* and made a motion to that effect. The labor of a slave
.in South Carolina, Butler said, was as productive and valuable
as that .of a free man in Massachusetts. Wealth was the "great
means of defence and utility to the Nation." Consequently wealth
ought to be considered equal to numbers of free men "in a Gov-
ernment which was instituted principally for the protection of
property* and was itself to be supported by property/*
Mason of Virginia said that this principle of representation,
however favorable it might be to Virginia, was unjust, and he
could not vote for it But since slaves by their labor raised the

